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Dublin girl missing without trace 

^ Fearful parents 
sure daughter 
isn’t runaway 

By David Boitano 
staff writer ppp a 

DUBLIN -*§Rrch* pities 
combed the city by land and air 
Tuesday, looking for a 13-year-old 
Dublin girl who vanished while 
walking ^om^ from school on 
Monday ^ i fc 

Still had ;i clues to the whci c^»Mni. s 
of^llepe JVlisheln^f were using 
doM/to sniff along'Amador Valley 
Botfievard — where she was last 
seen. 

Meanwhile, her family and 
friends feared the worst. 

“I don’t even want to think about 
it,” said her father, fighting back 
tears. “I know she wouldn’t run 
away so I know it must be bad.” 

The girl’s regular habits and lack 
of problems at home or school sug¬ 
gest that she would not run away, 
said Jim Rose, chief of Dublin Po¬ 
lice Services. On the other hand, he 
noted, there were no indications of 
foul play. 

Anyone with information about 

Dublin Police at 829-0566. 

Misheloff was last seen walking 
west on Amador Valley Boulevard 
around 3 p.m. She was enroute from 
Wells Intermediate School to her 
home on Alegre Drive where was to 
meet her ice skating coach. 

An award-winning skater, she 
was supposed to practice later at 
the Dublin Iceland skating rink on 
San Ramon Road. Her mother 
Madelyne reported her missing at 6 
p.m. 

On her normal route home from 
school, Misheloff would walk along 
Amador Valley Boulevard to San 
Ramon Road and through a ditch 
that runs near Mape Park. 

The ditch often is used by stu- 

^--- - ——=r- t4e\\Han6h9yN dents walking home from schooL 

Family friend Sue Berg, left, tries to comfort Madelyne Misheloff. as the deputies said. 

mother hugs her oldest son, Robert, 15. Brian Misheloff, the missing girl’s More than 32 investigators from 

twin brother, Is at far right. See Missing, back of section 
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Michael Misheloff holds picture of his missing daughter, llene, 13. 


Missing 


Continued from page 1 
the Dublin police, Alameda County 
Sheriff’s Department and the Ala¬ 
meda County Office of Emergcr.iiy 


comb system of drainage ditches. 

The all-volunteer Alameda Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff’s Posse rode through the 
rugged Martin Canyon area west of 
Misheloff’s home on horseback but 
were unable to find anything. 

A helicopter from the East Bay 
Regional Park District searched 
over the entire city. 

The Misheloffs, with help from 
friends, searched their neighbor¬ 
hood area late Monday night. 

*T searched in the creek behind 
the house,” Michael Misheloff said. 
*T just kept it up until the batteries 
in the flashlight were completely 
discharged. It was just frantic after¬ 
wards and it’s been a long frighten¬ 
ing night.” 

Other fnends help^ put. up post- 


teers from the Kevin Collins 
Foundation, which helps search for 
missing kids, have printed up 30,000 
flyers which they will start handing 
out today at the ice rink, said David 
Collins, father of the boy whose dis- 
annearance in 1984 sparked forma- 


Famlly portrait of missing girl, 
llene Misheloff. 


Wjalls in the living room and din¬ 
ing room were filled with photo¬ 
graphs of an athletic and graceful 
llene: posing in her skating 
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discharged. It was j'»sUrant»c after¬ 
wards and ifs been a long fnghten- 

0 ?hlMriends helped put up post¬ 
ers o! a**' iii TT 

leers from the Kevin Collins 

Foundation, which help^arch for 
missing kids, have printed up 30,000 
Syers which they will start handing 
out today at the ice rink, said David 
Collins, father of the 
appearance in 1984 sparked forma¬ 
tion of the foundaUon. 

Officials said they have n® 
dence linking Mteheloff s 
ance to that of 10 -year^ld Michaela 
Garecht but Garecht s mother 
Sharon was at the house Tuesday 
S to lend the family some 

there was the father 
ber Swartz-Garcia, who vanished 
from her Pinole home last 'June. 

• We’re here to deal with all the 
merciless practicalities — 

the 800 (telgihone) 

• v " accounts, 

^'•Telephone company 

stalled" a second line into the 

Misheloff home at Garcia 

^''“Wr^setting up an additioMl 
residential line to allow the home 
line to be free just in case Ilene 
wants to call.” Garcia said. 




Family portrait of missing girl. 
Ilene Misheloff. 


ChUdfen’s Projwt 
oathered family members ana 
friends in the living room to discuss 
the distribution of flyers- 

Thenublicity is viUlly imporUnt, 
cSfcia Many Dublin business- 
S ha?.lre.dy tfce flier. » 

their witidows. 

hi* of thing das 

said Judy Lockhurst, 

JlSy 0”“-''"“'*“"*“ 

“'Friends and neigbbe;? 

• • « o* house in the morniiiK» 


Walls in the living room and din¬ 
ing 'room were fill^ with photo¬ 
graphs of an athletic and graceful 
Ilene-, posing in her skating 

costumes. , .. , 

A photo above the fireplace 
showed her in a white lace dr^ 
next to her twin brother, Brian, 
en last May when they 
their bar and bat mitzvah. the Jew¬ 
ish coming-of-age rifu®'- . ju„_ 
Brian and 15 -year-old brother 
Robert were Uking their s^f®*’,® 

disappearance ‘ r®®' 

Madelyne Misheloff Mid. They 
haven’t said anything. ” 

Rabbi Ira Book, vho ^ 

romfort the Misheloffs. 

•You’re dealing with the 
nightmare for a parent, that a child 
has been Uken.” he said. ‘I don t 
think there are any 

that are going to make It any 

It’s a terrible trauma and we just 

"Tl n.&'‘«d~? ’K.cders. .d- 
ministrators and 

trolled Tuesday afternoon, 
watching for odd 

Her disappearance has l»fn^ 
and frightened classmat^, skaUng 
"mpaSoiis and other fr|enib «do 
described her Turaday M a high 
achiever, quiet and sweet. ^ 

"She’s one of thoM ‘good ki^ ^ 


Mar- 

SKiniS .do 

SfcSonally to discuss minor school 



^‘’••SrerYbody’s scared to walk 
home,” said seventh-grader Andrea 

writers Stacey 

H^rtriinn arm Tracy pope con¬ 
tributed to this report. 


Teen one of wony missing 

... nole home orLJ‘iSfA&^ 


Rene Misheloff is not the firet 

' t kiuiLuL vanish without a tr®®®- 
^^„®g children or th^ 

who were missing from the Bay 

Area include; 

.K..in Collins, 11. .do van. 

from a street in San I'ran 
S's^feb.l0. 1984^Hehasn®v^ 
been found, though the FBI r^ 

Sa"lr‘of'‘.“.”;CnSv 

look like today. The 

for missing children, was estab¬ 
lished in his memory. 

• Amber Swartz-Garcia, 7, who 

vanished from in front of her Pi- 


nole home oJLJliBf .2*- 

ace of the hearmg-lmpa^ ^ 

rhild has been found. 

• Candi Elizabeth Talanco, 4, 
who was abducted in Sacrainento 
nn Tune 4 1988. She was found 
later in Utel^i"^; 
of a church where she had been 
hlldTa deal former chorcd 

fcne on hS^ at°S?e 

See search, she has not 
been tound. 
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'David Boitano ttti i{1989 

, Staff writer ^. 

DUBLIN — The mother of missing^ IS-year-^o Ufllene 
MishPinff ma de an emotional plea Wednesday tbr the 
. slfe return of her daughter, as thousand^f fliers 
bearing the girl's likeness were printed and distributed 
1 throughout Dublin and the East Bay. 

“Whoever has her, we want her back,” said Madelyne 
Misheloff, sitting next to her husband, Michael. “We 

□ FBI agents get frustrated over lack of clues. 


□ SF police find girl who looks like Amber Swartz- 
Garcia — but is not. 

— back of aecton 


have no interest in you, but our daughter means every¬ 
thing to us.” 

Polirc, meanwhile, remained baffled about how and 
why the Dublin teen-ager vanished on her way home 
from Wells Intermediate School Monday afternoon. She 
was last seen walking along Amador Valley Boulevard 
near the Shamrock Plaza Shopping Center around 3 
p.m. Monday. 

Dublin Police Chief Jim Rose said Uene’s disappear¬ 
ance could be a kidnapping, but there still were no clues 
See Missing, back of section 
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ren’t suburbs 
safe for kids? 

"Our children can’t go to school without being 
shot at with an AK-47 and they can’t walk home 
from school without being kidnapped. ’They can’t 
even play jump rope in front of the house. They 
are not safe anywhere.’’ 


— A1 Garcia, father of missing Amber Swartz-Gar* 

cia of Pinole. 21989 

I GLY REALITY REACHED into our comfortable 


U ' 

East Bay living rooms this week and grabbed us. 
Today, the grim reality that 13-year-old Ilene 
iifljjaloiiMMyafafldJBQm a Dublin ^ ^ 

shake us. it forces us to question basic assuiftpiions 
that make living in these seemingly safe suburban en¬ 
claves so comfortable. 


Our communities are safe. Check the crime rates. 

But low crime rates mean nothing to Michael and 
Madelyne Misheloff, when they can only wonder 
where Dene is and whether she is safe. 

In the suburbs, we blissfully think we've insulated 
ourselves from the drug wars of Oakland and the 
gangs that plague other E^st Bay cities. 

But this week we were jarred when we discovered 
that senseless crime isn't limited to the places where 
disappearances are so routine that they warrant only a 
couple of paragraphs in the back of the local newspa¬ 
per, if that. 


L 


See Tragedy, back of section 
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foster out of the 
newspaper and use it how¬ 
ever you think It would be 




best. Take it with you in your 
car, attach it to your refrig¬ 
erator so your own children 
will know what to watch for, 
or hang It somewhere where 
others will see it. 


Ilene Misheloff 


□ Date of birth: March 
12. 1975 

□ Age: 13 

□ Hair Brown, ahouider 
length 

□ Eyee: Brown 

□ Height: 5’ 3” 

□ Weight: 115 pounda 


Ilene was last seen in the 
area of Amador Valley Bou¬ 
levard and Village Parkway 
in Dublin at about 2:30 p.m. 
Monday. She had Just left 
Wells Intermediate School 
and was en route to her 
home on Alegre Drive. 

After stopping at home 
she was to attend ice skat¬ 
ing practice at the Dublin 
Iceland Arena. 

When last seen, Ilene was 
wearing glasses, a char¬ 
coal-gray pullover sweater, 
a gray and pink skirt with 
horizontal stripes and black 
sneakers. She has braces 
on her teeth. 




Reward-taicl^ 

A reward fund has been estabitghed at Community First 
National Bank, 749 Main St. in Pleasanton, 846-2891. 
Donations may be made at any branch. The fund was 
established with a $1,000 donation from John M. Grubb 
Co. Realtors In San Ramon. 

An Ilene Misheloff Search Fund has been established at 
the Bank of America branch in San Ramon at 9451 Village 
Parkway. This money is used to pay operating costs for the 
search. 


If you have any information on her 
whereabouts call: 

Dublin Police i FBI 

1-800-635-6306 or 415-829-0566 I 415-553-7400 
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The parents said they got Uttle sleep Tuesday nieht ««nth-grader Darcie Nessinger, wh. 

























Police mu$t count 


on public f br clues 


By Dennis J. 01 

Staff writer 


'IftB 21989 


The crime scene can be a sid^ 
walk where one minute a child is 
playing jumprope and the next 
minute she is gone. Or it can be the 
street from which a child disap¬ 
pears one day on her way to school. 

When police are called on to find 
the missing child, they usually find 
no fingerprints, no suspect descrip¬ 
tion, and in many cases no evidence 
that a crime has even taken place. 
Sometimes, years go by before the 
case is solved. Sometimes it never 
is. 



“It*s difficult and it’s very 
frustrating,” said David Knowlton, 
an FBI agent who for the past eight 
months has been involved in the 
search for 7-year-old Amber 
Swartz-Garcia, who vanished from 
in front of her Pinole home last 
June. 

Wednesday, the FBI — consid¬ 
ered the country’s most experienced 
law enforcement agency when it 
comes to kidnap investigations — 
joined the search for Ilene Misheloff 
of Dublin, the third young girl in 
eight months to vanish in the East 
Bay. 

As with Amber, 13-year-old Dene 
is gone without a clue. Unlike those 
two cases however, witnesses saw 
the man who kidnapped a third girl, 
10-year-old Michaela Garecht of 
Hayward, in November, but she too 
has not b^n found. 

The difficulty, police say, is that 
in all three cases they are banking 
on help from the public to find the 
missing girls, which puts them at 
the mercy of the media and public 
information campaigns. 

And even when the word is out. 
that doesn’t necessarily fnean it’s 
getting to the right people. 

‘T don’t think anyone working on 
this kind of a case can tell you when 
a child has been kidnapped and has 


missing for nine months that 
don’t think the child will be 
Id the next day,” said Knowlton. 

1 all three cases, the FBI has 
•ely provided manpower to local 
« and the investigation has re- 
led under the charge of local 
lorities. If a ransom demand 
made in one of the cases, how- 
the FBI would take charge, 
itomary practice when a child 
up missing is for investigators 
jgin by doing a background 
[k on the missing child and the 
rs family and friends. Beyond 
searching and guessing and 
itizing tips is all that a police 
lent can do. 

the cases of Amber and 
lela, new tips continue to come 
a daily basis. Police ii^both 
and Hayward have spoken 
iblin authorities about Dene 
jlhoff’s disappearance but 
not found any evidence that 
I are connected. 

_we can say for sure right now 

is tmt we have a missing little girl 
anrfso do they,” said Hayward Po- 
Lt. Charles Breazeale. “Until 
[et more information, we 
tnow for sure if there is a 
ion.” 

in police, meanwhile, have 
^■ormation. 

we can do is look at where 
^on was last seen and where 
;on was supposed to go and 
^work between those two 
leters,” said Dublin Police 
Jim Rose. 

said investigators had re¬ 


lit l 


[ved hundreds of calls about Hene, 
St of them from people who ei¬ 
ther saw the Wells Intermediate 
School student walking down 
Amador Valley Boulevard on her 
way home from classes or who saw 
her at the school Monday afternoon 
The police search for her has not 
gone beyond the city of Dublin, lie 
said Wednesday. 


I cia of Pinole. 







Neil Hanshaw — staff photo 


Michael and Mtdelyne Misheloff on the third day of their d^ghter, llene’s, disappearance. 
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Missing 

Continued frortii page 1 
to her disappij^rance. It is still being considered a 
missing person's case, he said. 

But her pamrita insisted that Ilene is too responsible 
to run away ^d they believe someone has their 
daughter. [ 

“That per 80 i|can disappear into the woodwork,” 
Madelyne Miswlbff said. “Just as long as he doesn’t 
bother her and ifo her come home. We love her and we 
want her homt 

Police have received hundreds of phone calls and 
leads but have yet to get the solid clue that would lead 
them to Bene. Plose said. 

Police and Alyieda County sheriff’s deputies con¬ 
ducted door-to-d&r canvassing along Amador Valley 
Boulevard on Walnesday to question anyone who may 
have seen Ilene-tefore she vanished. 

A helicopter fipm the East Bay Regional Park Dis¬ 
trict equipped with special infrared monitoring devices 
and mann^ by a'Dublin police officer was flown over 
,tho city as part of the search. 

infrftrpii nan hpat. aivpn nff hv a 


ii' 

phonejpalls, answering a reporter’s questions, or updat- 
ing the log of telephone calls. < 

By 3 p.m., 35 people had phoned, some calling on a 
new line installed to help keep the regular line free in I 
case Hen* tried to call. I 

Thew oldest child, Robert, 15, silently leafed through j 
the lo/s oages when he got home from school. / 
“It’s rel^lly shaken them up,” Michael Misheloff said i 
of his two sons “They’ll try not to let it out, try to make I 
it appear like it’s not affecting them, but it is. I 
“We try to keep positive thoughts. I try to tell myself I 
that she’s coming back today. If tomorrow comes and ^ 
she’s still not here, I’ll tell myself she’s coming back 
tomorrow. And if the next day comes and she’s still not 
here, m tell myself she’s coming back the next day. 
“I’ll do that every day until she comes back.” 

The lobby of Dublin Iceland, where Ilene trained for 
ice skating competitions, served as the nerve center for i 
volunteers who passed out leaflets throughout the Liv- ] | 
ermore and San Ramon valleys and the Blast Bay. I 
Volunteers estimated that more than 50,000 leaflets I 










riuuuuaj aiiciuvuu. 

xh for her has not 
e city of Dublin, he 
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have seen Dene before sne vanisucu. 

A helicopter from the East Bay Regional Park Dis¬ 
trict equipped with special infrar^ monitoring devices 
and manned by a Dublin police officer was flown over 
the city as part of the search. 

The infrared device can detect heat given off by a 
body or other items that may have been missed during 
the initial search Tuesday. 

“Basically, we don’t have anything different than we 
iaa yesuffMy.'TWte sma. ~ 

Authorities have no evidence linking the Misheloff 
disappearance to that of 10-year-old Michaela Garwht 
of Hayward, who was abducted in Noveinber, but they 
have been in contact with Hayward police and other 
Bay Area agencies seeking missing children, Rose said. 

On the third day of agony for the Misheloff house¬ 
hold, family members and friends gathered around the 
' big kitchen table. All had yeUow ribbons pinned on their 
shirts or sweaters to signify their hope for Dene’s qmck 
rBtum 

Sharon Garecht, mother of Michaela, brought the 
spool of yeUow ribbon, Madelyne Misheloff said. 

Dene’s twin, Brian, and older brother, Robert, went 
' to school Wednesday. By late afternoon, friends had 
tied yeUow ribbons around trees and light pol^ on 
? Amador VaUey»Boulevard, the last area where Dene 
was seen. Ribbow also went up on the Misheloffs 
street, a cul-:e-sac ltayifcbeeni«ttB«ned in thtt-past 
two days with reporter^ caA and van^ 

The parents said they got Uttle sleep Tuesday night. 

■ “My mind is a little more clear than it was 
' yesterday,” said Michael Misheloff. “I^don t feel any 
' better but my mind is working better.” 

1 He seemed to be most composed when he was occu- 
' pied with the business of finding his daughter — taking 


The lobby of DubUn Iceland, where Dene trained tor 

ice skating competitions, served as the nerve center for 
volunteers who passed out leaDets throughout the Liv¬ 
ermore and San Ramon valleys and the East Bay. 

Volunteers estimated that more than 50,000 leaflets 
containing Dene’s photo and description were repro¬ 
duced by Dublin police, volunteer printers in Dublin 
and Pleasanton and the Kevin Collins Foundation of 
— - - ' * 

Approximately 100 people signed up to help, and an 
undetermined number came to the rink to pick up 
leaflets. The volunteers are distributing the leaflets 
throughout the East Bay and Tracy. 

Some volunteers, like Kathy Moreno of Dublin, 
brought their children with them. 

Moreno and her family moved to Dublin from San 
Francisco in hopes of finding a more peaceful 
community. , 

“It (kidnapping) is the universal fear of parents,” she 
said. 

Many parents insisted on picking up their youngster 
from school Wednesday, afraid to let them travel their 
usual paths home on foot or bicycle. 

At Wells Intermediate School, where Dene was an 
eighth-grader, there were about one-third more cars 
lined up waiting to chauffeur in7~r 

i 08 (pBlii(irmy shoulder if I c 

saidfighth-grate Darcie Nessinger, who was headed 
home with Johnson and two other friends. 

“We feel fine as long as we’re with each other,” 
eighth-grader Michelle Johnson said. 

Johnson said she arrived home five minutes late on 
Tuesday and her worried parents already- had called 
some of her friends. 


Tragedy 


Continued from page 1 

J LENE HITS HARD because she vanished from our 
back yard, but our children have been under siege 
everywhere. 

Michaela Garecht was abducted from a Hayward 
parking lot last November. The outpouring of commu¬ 
nity concern, money and volunteer time demonstrated 
how deeply Micbaela’s kidnapping touched us. 

Both Amber Swartz-Garcia of Pinole and Candi 
Talarico of Sacramento vanished last June. Candi was 
found five weeks later, but Amber is still missing. 

And, last month a deranged gunman sprayed a 
Stockton schoolyard with bullets, killing five Asian 
children and wounding 29. 

T he IMMEDIATE HORROR of the Stockton scene 
has faded, but its effect lingers, haunting us. 

Dene’s disappearance adds to the tragic puzzle. 
Looking at our families, we ask the fundamental ques¬ 
tion: Are they safe? 

Can my daughter or son walk to school? Is the play¬ 
ground around the comer OK? 

Safety is an unfamiliar issue for many of us. Based 
on our own experiences, we had assumed that our 
schools are safe and that our children can walk 
through our towns. 

Dene's disappearance shattered those assumptions. 

W E DON'T KNOW what happened to Ilene, but the 
mystery touches all of us, right where we live, as 
families, as human beings. 

Parents showed their concern Tuesday, picking up 
their children at Wells Intermediate on a warm, sunny 
day as if rain were pelting down. They didn't want 
their kids to walk home. 

Monday, they wouldn't have thought of making that 
trip. 

What's our society coming to? 

Michaela Garecht did all of the things we should 
teach our children to do about safety in numbers and 
she still was abducted. 

Dene may have violated those rules by taking the 


shortcut through a dry creek and walking alone, but 
she's 13 and who thinks she needs to worry about such 
things in Dublin? 

And we don't know if that shortcut through a 
of nature amid the suburban sprawl had anything do il 
with it. She could have been picked up off the 
sidewalk. 

This isn’t street wars country. It’s a peaceful, subur¬ 
ban community - the type of place many people want 
to move to because they view it as a good place to 
raise a family. 

W E’RE SEARCHING FOR answers to these basic 
questions - questions we thought we’d answered 
when we moved into the suburbs. 

We need to help each other by discussing these 
issues. 

Our mobile society that includes many ho^holds 
with both parents working and many more single-par¬ 
ent families has broken down the support system that 
characterized our smaller communities 20 ago. 

Rebuilding and strengthening those neighborh^ 
ties so we can watch out for each other would help us 
feel safer, but it wouldn’t remove the wrenchmg ques¬ 
tion that Dene’s disappearance raised. 

The thought that our streets are unsafe for a 13- 
year-old girl terrifies us. 

T HERE’S NO COMFORTING answer to that ques¬ 
tion other than Dene’s safe return. 

Still, we should remember that as wrenchmg as 
the disappearances and the Stockton tragedy are, they 
remain isolated incidents. 

They serve as reminders that although our commu¬ 
nities are fundamenUUy safe, we must take sensible 

^*^Teach your children that there’s safety in numbers, 
to walk on well-traveled streets and to play away 
from curbs. And never leave your child alone m a car. 

Pray for the safe return of Dene, Michaela, Amber 
and other missing children, ^d give what you can — 
time or money — to help bring them home. 
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Iteys, nights getting longer for thellVlisheloff family 

B/Stacey Hartmann ^ ^ —- __ ^ ........ * 


b/ Stacey Hartmann 
S.aft writer 3^909 

DUBLIN — Michael Misheloff ven¬ 
tured away from home Thursday for the 
first time since his daughter 
disappeared. ■ * * 

The trip to the banklrouTd Mve Beeaa 
routine errand for anyone else but it was 
an emotional ordeal for the father of 
mining 13-year- old Ilene4fishpinff 

yellow riobon^/everyplace and 


□ A plea to return the children 

— back of section 


1 saw yellow riobon^^ 
Ilene’s picture in just aboi 


^at we saw,” he said. “It was very pain¬ 
ful to see her pictures all over the place 
but it’s a measure of the community’s 
support that I’ll never forget.” 

to the bank. 
Misheloff and his wife, Madelyne. have 
spent the last four days and nights in 
their Alegre Drive home. 

tut every store Both work. He’s with a San Jose semi- 


I 




conductor company and - 
by a Pleasanton firm that 
therapy and exercise eq i 

Neither has thought ah 
will return to their jobs, 
pearance has turned then 
down and their only focus ii 
back. 

“It*s the same as ^ 
Madelyne Misheloff saic 
“Just waiting and hoping.’’; 

The parents are hopii 
groups of youths spott^ 


’s employed 
11s physical 
lent. 

when they 
’s disap- 
ives upside 
itting Dene 


lene 


fterday/’ 

Thursday. 


hat two 
where 


their daughter was last seen Monday can 
throw some light on her mysterious dis¬ 
appearance. 

One group of three or four youths was 
playing ball in May Park near a 
creekbed where Misheloff often walked 
through on her way home, officials said. 

The other group consisted of youths 
riding bicycles on dirt mounds near a 
condominium construction site along 
Amador Valley Road, near the Misheloff 
home on Alegre Drive. 

See Missing, back of section 
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Police do not know if the youths 
saw Misheloff, Dublin Police Chief 
Jim Rose said. He had no informa¬ 
tion about their physical 
descriptions. 

It helps to stay busy, the father 
says. Dealing with re^rters, talk¬ 
ing on the phone and ^eeting 
friends occupies most of their time. 

The tile counter dividing the 
kitchen from the family room has 
become the nerve center for the 
family’s efforts. 

Two telephones and stacks of fli¬ 
ers with Ilene’s pictures and de¬ 
scription are on the counter. Next to 
the phones are a log showing aU the 
people who have called and the ad¬ 
dresses of the banks handling the 
search and reward funds. 

The household has been some¬ 
what chaotic. Friends, neighbors 
and strangers drop by every few 
minutes to offer food and kind 
words. 

“A man I’ve never seen before 
came from a youth group and he 
brought a pizza,” Misheloff said. 
“The response from the community 
has been overwhelming.” 

The parents of other missing chil¬ 
dren have given their support to the 
Misheloffs. Kim and A1 Garcia of 
Pinole, whose daughter Amber has 
been missing since June, and Sharon 
Garecht of Hayward, whose daugh¬ 
ter Michaela was aMucted in No¬ 
vember, came to the house Tueday 
night. 

Investigators in Hayward and Pi¬ 
nole are keeping the lines of com¬ 
munication open with Dublin 
detectives in hope that the East 
Bay's third apparent kidnapping in 
ei^t months might breathe new life 
into those cases. 

Amber Swartz-Garcia, 8, van¬ 
ished from her Pinole home June 4. 
Michaela Garecht, 10, was seen kid¬ 
napped by a man who forced her 
into his car at a Hayward grocery 
store. 

FBI officials, who are helping 
with all three cases, said Thur^y 
that they are operating under the 
assumption that Dene was kid¬ 
napped but stressed that they have 
no solid proof that her disappear¬ 
ance is a kidnapping. 

“We have nothing to indicate that 
she ran away, was kidnapped or just 
turned into a spirit,” said FBI 
spokesman Chuck Latting. 

A task force of 25 to 30 investiga¬ 
tors from the FBI, Dublin Police 
and the Alameda County Sheriff’s 
Department continued the painstak¬ 
ing task of running down the hun¬ 
dreds of leads being phoned in by 
citizens. 

Calls to the police department’s 
phones have averaged about 200 a 
day not counting the calls being re¬ 
ceived on the toll free line, authori¬ 
ties said. 

“Every breath you take, you hope 


An open letter 


Editor’s note: This plea arrived 
at Alameda Newspapers offices 
Thursday. Normally we would 
not print an unsigned letter, but 
this writer represents the views 
of ail of us who would like to see 
the children safely returned: 

This letter is an appeal to all 
those people who have, who are, 
or who will harm the most impor¬ 
tant segment of our society — 
our children. 

There is no crime great enough 
that deserves the punishment our 
children are receiving today 
from unknown, and sometimes 
known, assailants. The people 
participating in tliese crimes are 
attacking the one part in each of 
us that believes unquestioningly 
in goodness, trust and love. How 


sad — for no other part is so 
sadly needed in today’s society. 
What a tragic loss of innocence. 
The very values that can save us 
are being destroyed by those who 
refuse to seek the help they so 
desperately need. What they lack, 
and so badly need, they are steal¬ 
ing from our next generation. 

To those who might have taken 
or harmed such children as Kevin 
Collins, Michaela Garecht and 
Ilene Misheloff, we say as a peo¬ 
ple — it is time to send the chil¬ 
dren home. Senseless crimes 
against innocent children cannot 
be tolerated from those of us who 
believe in the sacredness of 
childhood. 

Hear us as one voice when we 
say: “It has been enough. ...” 


and pray that when che phone rings 
it’s going to be your child saying, 
T’m OK,’ ” Kim Gaxia said. 

Nightfall triggers other terrify¬ 
ing images, she saici. 

“When night cones, when it’s 
raining, you’re woncering, ‘Where’s 
my child? Is she lying in a field 
somewhere, unable* to move? Are 
they being rained on^’ ” Mrs. Garcia 
said. 

Michael Misheloff said he tries to 
avoid such thoughts. He plans to 
take one day at a time and tell 
himself each day that his daughter 
will be coming home soon. 

“Each day seen^ like forever,” 
he said. “Having people here is a big 
help'. Wheti 

have been occasionally — that’s the 
worst time.” 

A new computer has provided 
some diversion for Dene’s twin, Bri¬ 
an, and older brother, Robert, 15. 
While Robert has been able to at¬ 
tend classes, the pressure seems too 
much for Brian, who came home 
early from school Wednesday and 
did not attend at all on Thursday. 

The torment of having a missing 
child may be especially great for 
the Misheloffs since most of their 
activies have been centered around 
the children: taking them to their 
skating lessons, litUe league prac¬ 
tices and sleep-overs at friends’ 
houses. 

“Right now we’re in the taxi-driv¬ 
ing stage,” he said. “Our time is 
devoted to the children. What else is 
there?” 

To help keep word of the case in 
the public eye, information cam¬ 
paigns involving fliers with Dene’s 
photograph on them have been 
launched, according to representa¬ 
tives of three missing children’s 
organizations. 

The largest, being managed in 
Dublin by &e Kevin Collins Founda¬ 
tion, had seen about 70,000 of the 
fliers distributed throughout the 
Livermore Valley by Thursday 



Staff photo — Jay Solmonson 

A telephone pole in Dublin pleads 
for information on Ilene — as well 
as still-missing Michaela Garect 
of Hayward. 


night, said foundation spokesman 
Mike Deasy. 

In Hayward, the Missing 
Children’s Project of California has 
printed 10,000 fliers of Dene and is 
distributing them from the home of 
Michaela Garecht’s parents, said di¬ 
rector Patricia Chavez. 

In Pinole, the Amber Swartz-Gar¬ 
cia Foundation also has launched a 
flier distribution campaign and has 
planned a national mailing of fliers 
showing all three missing girls next 
Wednesday, said A1 Garcia, 
Amber’s father. 











Wednesday, said A1 Garcia, 
Amber’s father. 

Those who wish to help with the 
Dublin information campaign may 
come to the office at 7475 Starward 
Drive, or call 829-3810 or 829-3811. 

Volunteers in the Hayward area 
can help by contacting the Missing 
Children’s Project, 483-3576, or the 
Garecht home, 487-7026. 


Missing teen's 
twin appeais\ 
tp ciassmates 

By David Boitano /-^ 

FEt 4 

DUBLIN — The lun^room at 
Wells Intermediate School fell si¬ 
lent Friday wten the twin brother of 
a missing Ddblin girl stood up to 

Brian hp^eloff. ^reminded his 
schoolmat^ of how his sister Ilene 
had disappeared while walking 
home from school on Monday — and 
told them that their help was needed 
to find her. 

Give to the search and reward 
funds, he pleaded. They responded 
by filling a small bucket with coins 
and dollar bills. 

“The kids have been incredibly 
supportive and well-wishing,” said 
Linda Pearson, Wells Middle School 
principal. “The kids are not afraid 
to talk to him and tell him they’re 
thinking about him, something 
that’s hard for adults to do.” 

Meanwhile, as police and the FBI 
continued coming up empty-handed 
in their search for the girl. Lucky 
Stores, Inc. of Dublin announced on 
Friday that it would donate 100,000 
fliers of the missing girl and place 
them in its 154 California stores. 

A similar boost was announced in 
the search for another missing girl 
,Mictoela JoV Garecht, 10. of Hay- 
ward, wbo/’was abduct Nov. 19. i 
^Sonw JftiMKIOiaifok-fBer? feearlng 
a new gdlor picture of Michaela Joy 
Gar^t and a more lifelike color 

yi'See Missing, back of section 
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Continued from page 1 
rendering of her kidnapper were 
printed on Friday. 

“It’s very important to get out 
more than one pose or view of the 
child,** said Patricia Chavez of the 
Missing Children’s Project, who has 
organized volunteer efforts from a 
command post at the Garecht’s 
Hayward home since the 10-year- 
old girl was kidnapped Nov. 19, Cha¬ 
vez said a child may look very 
different when seen from different 
angles or dressed in other types of 
clothes. 

The new color picture of 
Michaela, known as “Kayla,** was 
found by her mother, Sharon 
Garecht, when she was searching 
through family phptos. The photo¬ 
graph was taken last summer, 
shortly before the school picture 
which adorns the most recent black- 
and-white posters distributed by 
volunteers. 

The image of the kidnapping sus¬ 
pect is taken from a color painting, 
the work of a police detective’s wife 
who was fascinated by the case. 

The Missing Children’s Project is 


hoping to arrange a community 
gathering for Saturday, Feb. 11 to 
distribute the fliers, along with 
posters of Ilene Misheloff and Am¬ 
ber Swartz-Garcia, an 8-year-old 
Pinole girl who disappeared last 
June. 

Volunteers are needed both to 
post fliers in public places and to 
mail them to a list of law enforce¬ 
ment agencies, gas stations, auto¬ 
body and paint shops, and other 
places throughout tlie state. Stamps 
or donations to cover the cost of 
printing and mailing would also be 
helpful, said Chavez. 

While the new fliers are good 
news for the search efforts, authori¬ 
ties on Friday had no solid clues to 
report in either case. 

Dene disappeared Monday after¬ 
noon while walking home from 
Wells Intermediate ^hool. Her dis¬ 
appearance is being treated as a 
kidnapping by the FBI, although au¬ 
thorities have not officially conclud¬ 
ed that she was abducted. 

More than 80,000 fliers bearing 
Ilene’s photos already have been 
distributed throughout the East 



Michaela Garecht 

Bay, and volunteers will take 
streets again today to hand out 
sands more. 

Friday’s rain may have del 
some of the hundreds of volui 
who have been posting the le 
on utility poles. 

More workers are needed i 
leaflets out, especially in som 
eas of Pleasanton and Danvill 
unteer coordinators said. 

Workers should report to th 


Ilene Misheloff 

I the unteer headquarters today at 7475 
hou- Starward Drive. 

Anyone with information about 
the Garecht kidnapping should call 
poUce at 800-222-3999. To provide 
information about the Misheloff 
case, call 829-0566 or 1-800-635- 
6306. 

Staff writers Tracy Pope, 
Marilee Strong and Lisa Bowen 
rol- contributed to this report. 











Ilenes parents embrace next to the decorated oak trel'*^°**’ 

Girl’s disappearance 
makes city cgjutiou; 


By David Boita/iou 

Staff writer FcB 5 1989 

• Her friends used to 

joke about Joyce Waite’s habit of 
driving her children to school ev¬ 
ery day, even though her family 
lives not far from the neighbor¬ 
hood elementary school. 

afternt^*^^ stopped on Monday 

“I have gotten lots of calls 
trom them asking. ‘Can you drive 


my childreytoo?’ ” sh^ said. 

Parents ^re keeping a close 
eye on th^ir children since 13 
year-oldjlene Mishpinfr 
lin turned up missing! — 

k **^1: ® '"'‘•die school stu- 
skate, van- 
.“f^ngly into thin air 
around 3 p.m. Monday while 
walking home from school along 
busy Amador Valley Boulevard 
_See Girl, page 7 
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Continued from page 1 

Her disappearance has sent shock 
waves through this middle-class 
community and added Dublin to the 
list of Bay Area cities with missing 
children. 

Within hours of Ilene’s disappear¬ 
ance, the families of 10-year-old 
Michaela Garecht of Hayward and 
Amber Swartz-Garcia of Pinole 
came to the Misheloff home on Ale¬ 
gre Drive to offer their sympathy 
and advice. 

Authorities say they have no evi¬ 
dence directly linking the cases, but 
the Misheloff case is familiar to 
anyone who has followed the stories 
of missing children. 

Five days after Ilene’s disappear¬ 
ance, police remained baffled Sat¬ 
urday over how or why a girl could 
suddenly vanish without a trace. 

Unlike the Garecht kidnapping, 
police have no description of abduc¬ 
tor or vehicle to aid in their search, 
and can’t even be certain if she was 
kidnapped. The FBI has classified 
the case as a possible kidnapping. 

And as with Michaela and Amber, 
hundreds of volunteers have 
stepped forward to print and dis¬ 
tribute thousands of fliers to ensure 
that Ilene Misheloff’s name and 
face stay in the public’s mind. 

Supporters tied giant yellow rib¬ 
bons and 100 yellow balloons around 
the Old Oak Tree in Danville Satur¬ 
day. The family is asking that mo¬ 
torists tie yellow ribbons to their - 
car antennas and keep their auto 
lights on during the weekend to keep 
Ilene’s memory alive. 

Nearly 100,000 fliers bearing 
Ilene’s photo have been circulated 
from a donated office in Dublin and 
other locations including Hayward 
and Pinole, where the two other 
miasiiULidrls lived. . 
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news, volunteers are not about to 


give up. 

“It has hit hard and it has got to 
stop,” said 20-year-old Lee Ann 
Mincer, of Dublin, who walked five 
miles in the rain last week to help 
distribute fliers of Ilene. “There is 
no reason that this had to happen.” 

Searchers believe one key to find¬ 
ing the missing girls is keeping their 
photographs in the public eye so 
that authorities receive a steady 
stream of tips that might lead to 
their whereabouts. 

In Hayward, the Missing 
Children’s Project of California has 
printed 10,000 of the fliers of Ilene 
and has. begun distributing them 
from the home of Michaela 
Garecht’s parents, said director Pa¬ 
tricia Chavez. 
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iricia unavez. 

-^Ifn^i??6JcrTKc'^Jrt6er Swartz-Gar- 
cia Foundation also has launched a 
flier distribution campaign and has 
planned a national mailing of fliers 
showing all three missing girls next 
Wednesday, said A1 Garcia, 
Amber’s father. 

Those who wish to help can come 
to the office or call 829-3810 or 829- 
3811. 

Volunteers in the Ha 5 rward area 
can help by contacting the Missing 
Children’s Project, 483-3576, or the 
Garecht home, 487-7026. In Pinole, 
volunteers can help by contacting 
the Amber Swartz-Garcia Founda¬ 
tion at 800-541-0777. 

Callers in Hayward and Pinole 
will be instructed where to go to 
pick up fliers of llene and/or 
Michaela and Amber. ^ 

Like other parents throughout the 
Bay Area, Mike and Madelyne 
Misheloff watched the news of the 
Amber and Michaela disappear¬ 
ances but didn’t realize what it is 
like to have a missing child until 
their daughter vanished. 

‘T thought, ‘My God, what a thing 
to happen ....’ It never struck a 
personal fear,” he said. 

Staff tvriter Dennis Oliver con¬ 
tributed to this report 


Mervyn' s gives $1,000 to keep 
search for llene going strong 




By Sandra Boi 

Staff writer IJ J 

DUBLIN - 

ment Store in Dujflin/donited 
$1,000 to the ^shy off family to 
help in the senrc^iorTneir miss¬ 
ing daughter, Il^ne. 

“We’ve been in the Dublin com¬ 
munity for a long time and we 
want to help keep the momentum 
going for a safe return for llene 
Misheloff,** said Judy Belk, a store 
merchandiser at Mervyn’s. 

The contribution will be used 
for operating expenses associated 
with trying to locate the 13-year- 
old girl, who disappeared Jan. 30 
on her way home from school. 

The major expense is the cost of 
stamps for mailing fliers, said Mi¬ 


chael Misheloff, Ilene’s father. 
Other expenses include telephone 
and utility costs, he said. 

So far the paper for fliers, bear¬ 
ing her photo and description, has 
been donated and reportedly over 
a million have been distributed. 
But there are no new develop¬ 
ments in the case, Misheloff said. 

The Mervyn’s donation, which 
Misheloff said he greatly appreci¬ 
ates, was made at 9:30 a.m. Mon¬ 
day. 

“Many of our employees have 
been wearing yellow ribbons,’’ 
said Belk. “We’re a family depart¬ 
ment store. Our typical customer 
is a woman with young children 
and many of our employees have 
small children.’’ 


A volunteer in the search for 
llene had asked Mervyn’s to do¬ 
nate yellow ribbon, said store 
manager Mike Murray. 

“We were out of ribbon, but we 
wanted to help in some way so we 
made the monetary donation,” he 
said. 

The donation was made by the 
Dublin store on behalf of the 
Mervyn’s corporation, which has 
an active community giving pro* 
gram, Belk said. 

The store also has made 
contribution’s to the Michaela 
Garecht Fund in Hayward and re¬ 
cently gave $5,000 to assist fam¬ 
ilies involved in the Stockton 
schoolyard shootings. 
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Crimos: SolacBp solutionis 

Kidnappi^ 
provides 
for rewards 


Mishelbffs. at 

cFuJcch service 

C 

By Laird Harrison - 






Staff writer 
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Suspect in attempted abduction 


DUBLIN- 

Mike Misheiotf said softly in the ear 
of a friend. 

The friend moved on, and another 
in a long line of friends came for¬ 
ward to wrap her arms around hiin 
and whisper words of hope and 
condolence. 

Misheloff smiled, though his eyes 
were watering. And he seeme%* as 
much to reassure as to be reassurM 
by those who gathered around his 
family at St. Raymond’s Catholic 
Church Monday night, that his miss¬ 
ing 13 -year-old daughter Ilene will 
one day return. . . 

Some 150 people came to join 
Mike Misheloff, his wife Madelyne 
and their two sons Robert and Bn- Mllfftt 

an, in prayer and offer their support DQllOO Q|V6 

in a one-hour interfaith prayer ser- 
vice. Many had ngjgr^^jg^ 

■Mlgh^ofTkTOlbi^ ^ 

“It was beautiful,’ said Mike 
Misheloff. "It’s a shame that it Ukes 
such a tragedy to realize what a lot 
of friends you have.’’ 

Madelyne Misheloff, Ilene s 
mother, her face awash in tears, 
said only that the ceremony “was 
very nice.’’ 

Meanwhile, police and the l* tJi 
1 said Monday they have no evidence 
' linking the Rene’s disappearance 
with any other child disappearance 
. in the East Bay - induing ^e 
[ attempted kidnap of a girl in Union 
^ City over the weekend. 

Misheloff vanished a week ago 
while walking home from Wells 
Middle School. She was last s«n 
walking west on Amador 
Boulevard near the Shamrock Vil- 


By Sam Delson 
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Rons of Michaela Garecht and Ilene 
Misheloff, a legislative panel today 
will consider a bill authorizing the 
governor to offer rewards for infor- j 
maUon that helps police catch ^ 
kidnappers. 

“We’re trying to exhaust every 
possible type of response to these 
U^agedies,” said state Sen. Bill Lock- 
yerT D-Hayward. “This biU would 
strengthen the ability of govern- ; 
ment to help solve the problem by 1 
offering rewards.’’ 

Current law gives the governor 
the power to offer rewards of up to 
110,000 for information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of arson¬ 
ists, terrorist bombers, escaped con¬ 
victs, people charged with capiUl 
offenses, hijackers of public tray- 
wr-tKobte WM 

assault police officers. 

Lockyer’s measure, ^nate Bill 
117, would add kidnapping to that 
list 

j The bill will be heard in the Sen- 

UNION CITY“— PollceTelea^ judiciary Committee this after- 

an improved sketch Monday of a n^on, and Lockyer hopes to amendit 

man wanted for the attempted ab- ^ reward limit to $50,000 

duction of a 14 -year-old prl from rnore. 

her apartment parking lot Saturday tjju grew m part from 

afternoon. A previous sketch, using response to the ^dnappmg of 

-U..* mpthod gar-old Michaela q^ BDt>0 

was abductelTTrom outside a Hay¬ 
ward market last Nov. 19 . and/he 
case of 13 -year-old Dene Misheloii, 
who disappeared from her Dublin 
neighborhood Jan. 30. 



Shoppmg Ceuier. 
"^Investigators on Monday again 
retraced her route from school to 
home and re-searched the crwk 
area Misheloff used as a shortcut to 
her house on Alegre Drive, Dublin 
police Sgt. Greg Ahern said. 

Volunteers have distributed more 
than 403.000 fliers bearing 
Misheloff’s photo and description, a 
volunteer organizer said. 

The ceremony Monday was con- 
1 ducted by Rabbi Ira Book of Temple 
Beth Sholom in San Leandro and 
' Rev. Dick Mateg of St. Raymond 
The Misheloffs, who are Jewish, 
participated in the ceremony at the 
Catholic church because many ol 
their friends are members of its 
congregation. 


leruuuu. rk --- « 

a less accurate but faster method, 
was created shortly after the girl 
fought off her atUcker. 

The girl described the man as 30 
years old, about 6 feet tall, weighing 
190-200 pounds, suntanned with 
curly blond hair and a mustache 
She said he had a low voice and 
wore an Oakland A’s sweat suit and 
a green baseball cap. 

Sfhon l officials in Union City ^i^ 
thCT^lnstructing teachers and stu¬ 
dents in self-defense and urging 
them to exercise strict safety 
precautions. „ . 

At Alvarado Middle School in 
Union City, seventh-graders are 
Uught basic self-defense in physical 
education classes. 

“They teach us how to grab the 
pinky and bend it back, and how to 
kick,” said Carmen Marquez, 
Alvarado’s student body president. 

David Pava, principal of Bar¬ 
nard-White Middle School, said his 
staff is urging students to use com¬ 
mon sense. 

“Make sure you’re with a buddy. 
And that your parents know where 
you are,’’ he said. 


‘I saw the community respoi^ 
with people helping look for 
Michaela and hundreds of volu^ 

^ and 1 asked jpj 
staff to review the law fosw 
there were any gaps that n^ed t 
be addressed,’’ Lockyer said. 

An analysis of the bill by Judicia¬ 
ry Committee consultant Patricia 
Wynne notes that “in the past two 
months there have been two 
kidnappings in the author s district 
and adds that “the communiti^ 
have reacted very favorably by get¬ 
ting involved in finding the 
children.’’ 

Wynne concluded. This bill has 
been introduced to provide one 
more tool to get people involved in 
this process.” 

Reward funds already have been 
set up for both Michaela and Rene. 
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DuTtTa reporter’s error, Tu^ 
dav’s paper gave a wrong estimate 
of the number of people attending a 
I prayer service for Ilene 
^ at St. Raymond’s Catholic Churc^ln 
I DubUn. Church officials Mid the m- 
* tual number was about 725. In t|ie 
same article, errors,.'^.®*'® 


same arutic, 

with names of two 

first name of Rev. Richard P. Mat- 


first naiue oi rwcv. - - - - 

gS was left out and his last napie | 

Ls misspelled. The first I 

Rabbi Ira Book alM was left qut 
Rabbi Book is with Temple B^th 
Sbolom of San Leandro. 

We regret the errors. 








» Gordon Clark — staff photo 

Sgt. Pat Adams, foreground, was among officers passing out fliers on llene’s disappearance. 

New lead on missing 13-year-old 


By Lisa 
staff writ 


(tonti 


_ FEB 171989 

DUBLB^ — S'pur(J?d by a phone tip. police on 
Thursdaylialted all traffic at Amador Valley Boule¬ 
vard apd San Ramon Road, and passed out fliers 
with jsew information about the disappearance of 
Ilenp Misheloff. 

'WW JBtH&btion is that someone saw llene on 


p.m. 


she 


^.m. and 3:10 
^disappeared. 

It is some of the most solid information yet re¬ 
ceived about the disappearance, police said. 

During Thursday’s effort, six police officers and 
two FBI agents spent 30 minutes — between 2:45 
p.m. and 3:15 p.m. — handing out the fliers and 
talking to each motorist passing through the 
intersection. 

Police are hoping that at least one of the motorists 
they stopped may have been traveling that route 
Jan. 30 and saw the 13-year-old girl or a van that 
was spotted near there. 

According to the tipster who provided the infor¬ 
mation, the van had b^n seen at the time of Rene’s 


.disappearance stopped on San Ramon Road north of 
Amador Valley Boulevard in the fast lane. Several 
young people were outside of the van. 

Until the tipster called with this lead, the last time 
Rene was spotted was on Amador Valley Boulevard 
near the Shamrock Village Shopping Center. 

Besides seeking information about the van, police 
said they are looking for information about a mid- 

American sedan seen 

Jan. 30. 

Also Thursday, the television show, “A Current 
Affair” featured a home video of Rene skating dur¬ 
ing a competition in July. 

The show’s host, Maury Povich, gave the toll-free 
number for the Dublin police and asked anyone with 
information on Rene’s disappearance to call. 

An Alameda County sheriff’s deputy answering 
the toll-free line said he had received *‘a couple” of 
calls as a result of the show. He would not say what 
information was provided. 

The segment al^ featured two other missing Bay 
Area girls, Michaela Garecht of Hayward and Am¬ 
ber Swartz-Garcia of Pinole, but most of it was 
focused on Rene. 
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National skating stars to pitform at benefit for Hone 


FEB 2 7 


By Lisa Agrimonti 

Staff writer 

DUBLIN — An ice skating exhibition featuring sev 
national stars, and a basketball charity toss have beei 
slated for March to raise money for the Ilene MWielof 
Search Fund. _ 

1000 Kristi Yamaguchi, wh<^ hold the 

1989 National Pairs Championship, and CharUb Tickner 
former world and national figure skating champion, will' 
appear at 5 p.m. March 5 at Dublin Iceland^ 

Yamaguchi is also 1989 Junior World Champion and 
National Senior Ladies Silver Medalist. 

When Ilene was taken, the skating club immediately 


started putting this together," s j 
pissing teen’s father. “I thin i 
terrific.” 

Yamaguchi and Galindo will . 
championships the week after th' 
sacrifice on their part,” Mishel. 

“We’re just overwhelmed b^ 
people.” 

Sponsored by the Saint Moritz 
Ilene Misheloff belongs, the “I 
show costs $10 and tickets can tj 
the Ilene Misheloff volunteer cc ; 
Only 500 will be admitted. 


^ 1 Michael Misheloff, the 
I that this is absolutely 

ompeting in the world 
how. “It’s a considerable 
said. 

the generosity of the 

[e Skating Club, to which 
libition of Champions” 
[purchased at Iceland or 
ir. 7475 Starward Drive. 


The charity toss, much like a shoot-a-thon, will be per¬ 
formed by Dublin resident Dave Peterson on March 2. From 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m., he will shoot free throws non-stop. Dublin 
High School students will be soliciting pledges. 

Michael Misheloff said the fund-raisers are needed to 
hauf ''®'“"teer center in operation, possibly for the long 

* tomorrow. I’m still hoping 

for that, but you have to take into account that this situation 
® period of months or years. That’s a 

possibility.” 

The money will be used to pay the basic operating costs of 
the center, including utilities. 












Skating with h< 


MAR 6 1989 


Fremont figure skater Kristi YanriaguchJ^jmlles as she performs 
Sunday at a benefit for llene Mlshelow, a missing Dublin girl 
Yamaguchl, junior world l^es"cliarrtpfon and national senior 
ladies silver medalist, was skating at Dublin Iceland. 
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C,^y>k/larllee Strona „ inoft- 

Staff writer MAR ^ by tl 



10,000 rei 


SAN LEANDRO — Thejgegut; 
Sheriffs AMOciation . of Auuneda 
Uounty announced Thursday It will 
offer two 110,000 rewards for infor¬ 
mation leading to the arrest and 


^e rewards are the first offered 
the organization, which repre¬ 
sents several hundred deputy sher¬ 
iffs in the county. 

"I can’t tell you how successful 
they (rewards) are,” said Vaughn. 
“All we care about is that it works 


conviction of the kidnappers of once.” 

Mi chaela G arexiiit and Irene The reward money will conae 
-mi . contributions and fund- 


eloff. _ 

,_5inebne out there has vital in¬ 
formation and we want to encour¬ 
age that individual to come 
forward,” said association Presi¬ 
dent Robert Vaughn at a news con¬ 
ference at the group’s headquarters 
in San Leandro. 


raising by association members. 
One $10,000 reward will be applied 
to each case, to be disbursed by the 
lead officer in each investigation. 

Michaela was abducted by a 
stranger outside of a Hayward mar¬ 
ket Nov. 19. Rene disappeared Jan. 


ards in kidnappings 


was last seen walking home 
ol on Amador Valley Bou- 
in Dublin. 

^rents of both girls attended 
fs conference. 'They said they 
he reward will provide a 
Incentive for information on 
_apper or kidnappers. 
Dmebody knew this guy, even 
Dths ago, they can just call in 
ne,” said Sharon Garecht, 
‘la’s mother. “Tliey don’t 
ave to know where the girls 
If we find the abductor, 
nd the girls.” 

said he hopes the addi- 
money will encourage those 


people who likely know something 
about the kidnappings to come 
forward. 

“Our experience in law enforce¬ 
ment has been that it is pretty diffi¬ 
cult for a person to commit a crime 
and have no one know about it,” said 
Vaughn. 

The sheriffs’ rewards will remain 
separate from other funds already 
established for search expenses and 
for information leading to the re¬ 
turn of the missing g&ls. ^haron 
Garecht said $178,000 has already 
been collected in another reward 
fund for her 10-year-old daughter. 
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Walk a mile in 
this man’^lio^ ^ 

SERGEANT DAVE mF^4NCOB^ p 

point man in the search fo r Rene Mi^geloff. 

He had been up late the nimt before doing 
routine police paperwork^t home and he 
looked frazzled when I met him. This was 
the toughest assignment in his 17 years as 
a cop. 

The 14-year-old vanished on Jan. 30. B 

Three weeks later, the Dublin police chief 
turned the case over to DiFranco. He was 
the logical choice. DiFranco is Dublin’s ju- « 

venile crime officer. He handles as many ' 
as 100 missing child cases a year, mostly 
runaways and parental abductions. Very 
few are kidnappings by strangers; none 
have been as hard as the Misheloff case. 

No one saw the abduction or the getaway 
vehicle. If they did, they haven’t come for¬ 
ward. Based on reliable sightings, 

DiFranco and his colleagues have nar- "j 
rowed Misheloff’s movements on the after¬ 
noon she disappeared down to 350 yards. 

The trail stops on a concrete traffic island 
on San Ramon Road near a seafood restau¬ 
rant. DiFranco believes the kidnapping oc¬ 
curred between the restaurant parking lot 
and the back fence of a school 350 yards 



away. 

“Three hundred and fifty yards is a pret¬ 
ty small area,” DiFranco said. “A girl just 
can’t disappear like this.” 

WE WERE standing near the shady 
creek behind the restaurant parking lot. As ^ 
we talked, a teen-age girl in a denim skirt , 
walked toward us, crossed t he cr^ k ^d ?! 
beaded across a pnr^ifiUGMB|Myi|(|jWmnp 

“See,” DiFranco said, “she’s Uking the 
same route Ilene did. Everybody feels that 
this can’t happen to them.” 

It was the same time of day that 
Misheloff disappeared. There were parents 
and kids in a nearby playground. People jp 
were driving down nearby streets. Cars 
could be seen pulling into the restaurant 3S 
parking lot. It seemed hard to believe that 
no one saw what happened to Misheloff. ^ * 
The fact that no one has makes DiFranco’s ^ 
job much tougher. ^ 

He has put in long days, at first 16 hours, H 
now no fewer than nine. He went for three H 
weeks without a day off. He is a focused, m 
intense man of 40.1 asked him what he did ^ 
for fun. “Work.” he said. I 

THE DUBLIN Police Department is a i 
small outfit, and DiFranco still has other I 
duties to perform. He works on school drug 
abuse nroerams. He was also in charge of 














THE DUBLIN Police Department is a 
small outfit, and DiFranco still has other 
duties to perform. He works on school drug 
— abuse pr ograms. He was also in charge of 
traffic control and security for the St. 
Patrick’s Day parade. Misheloff, however, 
is always on his mind. 

“I’ve had many a sleepless night,” 
DiFranco said. “You carry a case like this 
with you. I know some investigators who 
carried cases with them for years.” 

I asked him if he was prepared for that. 

“You know that some night years from 
now you might be asleep and something is 
going to come up and you’ll have to go for 
30 hours straight. Unfortunately someone 
has to take responsibility for it. What can I 
say? If it were my kid (he has two teen-age 
daughters) I’d sure want to know someone 
is out there worrying about her.” 

I had asked Misheloff’s father, Mike, 
what he thought of DiFranco. 

“He’s extremely tenacious,” Misheloff 
said. “Anyone in Dublin should be proud of 
the police dt parlment they have.” 

DiFVanco’s home^away from family and 
home. The case’s paperwork alone is for¬ 
midable. DiFranco and the five other in¬ 
vestigators on the case track each 
document that enters the Misheloff file, 
even down to who touched it last. They 
have talked to 550 people and record^ 200 
in-depth interviews on paper and in a com¬ 
puter. A stack of witness interviews was 
sitting on a table. 

“You can see it’s thicker than the New 
York phone book,” DiFranco said. 

On a giant paper pad mounted on an ea¬ 
sel, DiFranco keeps a running chronology 
of tips, contacts and who’s working on 
what phase of the investigation. He was up 
to page 26. 

THE PRESSURE on him seemed great. 
Time may be running out on finding 
Misheloff alive. The public knows this and 
has responded with mass flier mailings, 
cash donations and a candlelight march. 
Misheloff’s picture is now up on billboards 
in Oakland, San Francisco and 
Sacramento. 

DiFranco, too, is in the public eye. 

“My value as an undercover agent is 
nil,” he joked. “I’d rather do without the 
notoriety.” 

The pressure is on, but still DiFranco 
said, “I don’t know if it exceeds the pres¬ 
sure we put on ourselves as bearing the re¬ 
sponsibility to solve this thing.” 

When the leads are exhausted DiFranco 
will go back over the case looking for 
something he might have missed. Then, 
“You start the whole investigation over 
again. Then you wait for new leads. We’ve 
got quite a bit to do yet. What we all hope 
for is a big break.” 

I asked him for his gut feeling about 
that. 

“I don’t know,” he said. “I honestly don’t 
know. I do know we’ve got a real m 3 rstery 
on our hands. And we’re not going to let 
go” 



me tal^j^ts toll on cclis seeking n oising girls 



_ — When Bfan M i; 

weeks ago, eveiy mem^ 
^✓police department worked • vcr 
Days off became unheard of,; 

About a dozen FBI UKiits d 
small station. Alameda^rnty 





.vanished 
the Dublin 
available hour, 
scarce. 

tended on the 
triff’s deputies 

manned a hotline around olo^. And the chief 
called in the reserves. I 
But the disappearancMhat c Jpe mobilized an 
entire community has bibome aBHier case with 


full-time Dublin m 
five, with others bi 
ers handle hotline 
“I would say that 
was necessary to 
were working on the 



gators i! down to about 
t in as n( ded Dispatch- 
at night 
ut after t i third week, it 
e the nun IT of hours we 
ase, not s buch because 


of overtime, but be< 
and I didn't want to 
said. “If I got the ri^ 
to work around- (hr 
The second week 
officers worked 12 
third week, all tho 


there’s a burnout factor 
n the troops out," Rose 
lead today and we needed 
k, we would." 
tte investigation, police 
~ on, 12 hours off. The 
[^assigned to the investiga¬ 
tion tallied up 10 hotf days. Then things tapered 
off. 1 

“We just don’t havi^at high, intense volume 
^ ee weeks," said Rose, 
ertime figures for the 


few clues. And life at the}*olice Ation is return¬ 
ing to normal operatiOip. 

“We have to also be ible to ^ |fe the rest of 
the type of calls and cofl^unity leds that come 
in," said Dublin PoliceChief L( fim Rose. “It’s 
important that you getja balan i there.* 

The press spokesmai^ Sgt. Gre jAhern, is back 
in the night watch sdlKeant p<> and only one 


FBI agent remains onfhe case rhe number of 


in Haj^ard have reduced 
working on the Michaela 


we had the first two 
who could not provi 
27-member depart r 
Similarly, the polic 
to the number of peoi 

Garecht kidnapping _ 

Ilene’s father, Mi( teel Misheloff. said he be¬ 
lieves the departn iu is doing all it can and 
needs to do. ‘They (fld everting that they 
could, that should haxitteen done immediately," 
j 44j know th.|t&ey re still continuing to 
1 j ^ thoroughly investigate 


lead 


he said 

search every 
everything." 

p^ite tjie TV si. ^ flier campaigns, fund 
' d billboards, the 14 


raisers, reward fun 
year-old’s disappear 
Police, convinced she 
little concrete infor 


remains a mystery. 
I’t run away, have such 
[)n that they can’t even 


classify the 
Sgt. Dave i m 
tigation, said i 
where from a 
day from p v.pl! 

“This gfri did 
“Somebo^, sor 
Somebody inuw| 
The b^est 
sometim^etwe 
30 on the rnedi 
Amador V|illey R 
Police ^ave 
about how she ml 
can be proven. 

And so 1 he se 
Ilene’s pilfl|iHe.sm 
sign nert I* 
reads: ' 

W( 
pers, 
assigni 

"We’r^ing to k( 
leads an(fliien we' 
and see in ^ missed 
not baffUl We’re w«j 
turn up s^^ethlng," 




as a kidnapping. 

, who is heading the inves- 
partment still receives any¬ 
more than a dozen caUg a 
ffering information, 
vanish into thin air," he said 
face knows what happened. 

was that Ilene was spotted 
^<:50 p.m. and 3:10 p.m. Jan. 
itrip at the intersection of 
3vard and San Ramon Road. 

suspicions and theories 
have been abducted. None 


:h continues. Posters with 
Ivate investigators. A simple 
icture in the main offices 
tence, prayer." 

pointed to a pile of pa- 
or 15 leads waiting to be 

_ going until we run out of 
(Ding to take a hard look 
lething," he said. “We’re 
ig on it. We’re going to 








posters for Kayla, Hone Misheloff 

parents and friends ofjtidjiawtfd Hayward girl M^chaela 


fiamdU^will be dispensing pesters, bumper stickers and literature 
aMut missing childr^ St a booth at Southland Mall in Hayward 
Efiday and Saturday. New fliers of Michaela and missing Dublin 
teen-ager Ilene Misheloff — including a color poster of Michaela 
bearing a new picture ana enhanced composite of her kidnapper — 
will be distributed to replace those washed down by recent rains. 
“That flier is really important because of the different look of 
Michaela and the color composite of the kidnapper/’ said Pat Chavez, 
director of the Missing Children’s Project of California. The booth, 
which will be inside the mall near the entrance to the Food Fair 
restaurants, will be staffed from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday. Safety tips and guidance for how parents can protect their 
children will also be available. San Leandro singer G. Glen Howes 
will also be on hand with a live performance and a recording of a song 
he wrote about Michaela and recently recorded at Fantasy Record¬ 
ing Studios in Berkeley. 

Mar 2 3 S89 reports 















Seeking Ka>te, 

Southland Mall In Haywfrd 


llene 


Mary F. Calvert — staff photo 


became more t^n a j^ce to| 
find bargains on shoeji' and swimsuits Fifday when th 
parents of East Bay mlsa(ng childre n Mlc| ; >6ela Garecht anc 

. 10 area to pass out! 

Pat Chavez, left.f 


llene Mlsheloff u sed the heavily trafflSF 
In tona tion and pictures of their chile' ' 


'-'I 


of the Missing Child Project 
holding her son, Robbie, witf 
chaela Garecht, now 10, was 
Mov. 9. Mlsheloff, pictured In 
disappeared after leaving sc 


iped out Sharon Garecht, 
ar daughter Elizabeth. Mi- 
ducted by a young man on 
3 center, was 13 when she 
ol In Dublin on Jan. 30. 
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H yiinotist 


assists in 
Mdnap cases 

2 1989 


DUBLIN — Hoping to elicit more 
information from witne^, police 
in Hayward and Dublin hired ^ a 
Berkeley hypnotist to help their in¬ 
vestigation of the case^f two miss- 

to 

Dr. Helmut Reling^, a clinical psy- 
chologist any licensed 
hypnotherapist, for his services in 
♦hA jipnP Misheloff case, according 
to city records. 

Retoger hypnotized two witness¬ 
es i^an attempt to get additional 
clufe, said Sgt. Dave DiFranco, 
Dublin’s lead investigator. 

“We had a few folks that we 
thought saw some things and we had 
hopeS they had seen more than what 
was indicated,” DiFranco said. “So 
we went to him to see if he could 
help us in bringing out facts they 
may have seen.” 

Misheloff, 14, was last seen Jan. 
30, walking home from school along 
Amador Valley Boulevard. 

Hayward police also used 
Relinger to hypnotize witnesses in 
the case of Michaela Garechk who 
was kidnapped .ouUide a market 
last November/;rr<£^.*4V-45 „ 

“He has an erceUent reputapon, 
said Lt. Chuck Breazeale, the head 
of investigations for Ha yw^ po: . 
fxrme 

information.” 

“1 would say it might have been 
beneficial,” DiFranco said. “It’s not 
something we’re going to hang an 
entire case on but we use it as one of 
many tools when the case is 
indicated.” 

Relinger said his hypnosis of the 
witnesses took place in his Berkeley 
office. Although DiFranco was not 
there, he said he later reviewed vid¬ 
eotapes of the sessions. 

“It’s nothing like astrology or a 
useless psychic or anything like 
that,” DiFranco said. 
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Faith despite fear 



Mike MISMOH. Ie«, and Rodney Gaiech. hold oo, hope n.l..lhg daughtere w„, relom soon. 


By 

Staff writer. 

Whoever killed 13-yj 
Moore and dumped her 
Novato probably had ' 
abductions o! E^t ’ 
Qarecht, 


H iay-Novato kidnap link 

f JO ^ ------- 7 " havA hppn found bv now.” 

‘ *T ^ child safety chart you can cut out 

your kids —back of aaction 


-old Jennifer 
„ a road outside 
/othing to do/with 
girls Mi/haela 
and <Vmber 


Swarte-Garciaj^ 
‘'T^ere'aClPr 


tions other than ther 


dice said Tuesday, 
sm to be any connec 


involved,” said NovaU- police Sgt Scott 
Sibbald. “One of the retsons ours is ruled 
out is we found our victim. 

“Whoever it is that killed our victun 
didn’t take any time oi effort in conceal¬ 
ing her... U the same pe^^n kmed rae of 


lias ymr^isMddumi^ them they would 


have been found by now.” 

Hayward police Lt. Chuck Breazeale 
said his office had contacted Novato po¬ 
lice by phone and determined it probably 
wasn’t related to Michaela’s abduction 
mainl y because of the way the body was 
discarded at the side of the road. 

The FBI is working on all four cases, 
but have found nothing to indicate any 
See Kidnapped, back of section 


































you, 

scream as loudly as you ban, 
run away and tell your parents 
immediately. 


UC odlcS 

/ Walk home from school with 
others. Avoid lonely places and 
never take short-cuts. Let your 
parents know your route home. 

Don’t give ou t your ad dress on the 
telephone 
or tell 
anyone 
you’re 
home 
alone. 


Don’t 


wear 


clothing 


with 


your 


name 


embroidered 
on it. 




Never accept rides from 
strangers, even if they 
claim to be 
friends of your 
family. 


I 

I 

I 

li 


Taking some basic precautions can help protect children. 


Dik Fishman—staff graphic 
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Continued from page 1 

relationship, said FBI spokesman Chuck 
Latting. 

And Novato police had no suspects in 
Jennifer’s death, Sibbald said. 

"We got 250-plps calls today,” Sibbald 
said. “Many of those were witnesses who 
thought they saw suspicious cars or suspi¬ 
cious people .near where the body was 
found.” 

Police were also having a difficult time 
^esday determining how Jennifer died. 

X-rayed her body before an autopsy 
Tuesday evening, hoping that could reveal 
any broken bones or other injuries that 
could have caused her death. 

Learning that a young Bay Area girl had 

been killed was the realization of night¬ 
mares, parents of Dene and Michaela said 
Tuesday afternoon in a gathering at the 
Garecht home in Hayward. 

“I think it hits us much harder than other 
people,” said Mike Misheloff, whose 13- 
year-old daughter, Dene, vanished on her 
way home from school Jan. 30. “It’s like 


seeing your worst feeiings come true It’i 
very devastating.” 

Sharon Garecht, whose lO-year-olt 
daughter, Michaela, was kidnapped outsidi 
a Hairward market five months ago today 
Mid she was crushed by the news ol 
Jennifer’s death. But she remains certair 
that her daughter is alive. 

“It’s like seeing your worst fean 
” said Garecht, who gathered with 
l^heloff and other supporters to nibble on 
l^once, sip coffee and support one another 
Tu^ay afternoon. ‘1 stiU think that 
couldn t happen to Michaela.” 

Mike Misheloff also remains confident. 

“I still think tomorrow she could come 
waking up the front doorsteps,” he said. 

Police in Hayward and Dublin said they 
are still receiving Ups on Michaela and 
Ilene. 

k i ^ want to make people paranoid, 
but this is the first time I remember where 
we’ve had a group of these abducUons ” 
Latting of the FBI said. “It’s probably not 
unusual. It’s probably circumstance.” 













































Friends, family 
6 months after 

By Janet Kornblum (J 

staff writer fcMG 11989 

DUBLIN — *^617 day mcs 
everywhere ” said Jamie Coleman 
oK».. t Tiene Mishelofi . the girl she 
would hav^CTierea nigh school with 

^''TmagVof Bene peer from a car 
window, a bumper sticker or the 
breast pocket of a friend. 

But it’s been six months smce 
Coleman or anyone else here saw 
the real face of the 14 -year^ld who 
mysteriously disappeared while 
walking home one evening. 

Still, to Coleman and most of tne 
200 others who attended a interde¬ 
nominational service Monday ev^ 
ning marking Hene s 
disappearance, six months has not 
lessened their faith that someday 
Bene will return. . 

“You can never stop hoping ana 
praying,” said Coleman. 

That was the message from 
bi Ira Book and the Rev. Basil De 
Pinto, who led the 45 -minute ser¬ 
vice at St. Raymond’s Catholic 

^**“If there’s one thing that Jews 
and Christians share in faith life, it 
is the idea of remembering, said 
De Pinto. “So we come together as 
friends and neighbors to remember 
and to assure the Misheloff faimly 
that we do remember. We do not 
forget. We keep hope alive. 


think of none 

disappearance ! 

But after six months, hope does 

not come easily. _--„o 

“For these many months weve 
held one another in faith,” Book 
said. “Bene. I hope you can hear our 
prayers, that God will strengthen 
you. Your family awaits you morn¬ 
ing, noon and night.” 

“So we pray Bene... that we 
shall not succumb to despair. 

One girl on the swim team with 
Bene’s older brother Robert choked 
back tears during the service, 
sionally dabbing at the comer of her 

^But by the time the service end^. 
the tears Bowed in streams as the 
17 -year-old, who asked not to be 
identified, repeated what othere 
have often said during the past half- 
year. 

“I don’t know, you never think it’s 
going to happen to you. You see it 
happening in other cities. You never 
think it’s going to happen in this 
town,” she said before walking to 
the front of the church to hug each 
of the Misheloffs, who stood in a 
receiving line. 

“The support of the cornmuniiy 
has been something that invigorates 
us,” said Bene’s father, Michael 
Misheloff. 

It was an evening as much to 
assure each other as it was to share 
sadness of a loss, if only temporary. 



Marilyn Fullam helps Mike MIsheloff replace posters of his missing daughter. Ilene. 


Ilene fliers need to be replaced 

^ A A# _ WTi 


By Stacoy ^ inon 

staff writer ‘AUS 

DUBLIN — Vomnte^^re need¬ 
ed to help replace ^ttered fliers 
posted throughoi/t Dublin 6Vi 
months ago when Mene Misheloff . 
disappeared. 

“We hope to get up 1,000 or more, 
at least, on the main streets in Dub¬ 
lin and as many of the residential 
streets as possible,” said Ilene’s fa¬ 
ther, Mike Misheloff. 

Anyone may stop by the volunteer 
center to pick up fliers. Tape also 
will be provided. The center is open 


10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and is located in an 
office complex at 7475 Starward 
Drive, Dublin. 

Bene was a 13-year-old student at 
Wells Intermediate School when she 
vanished Jan. 30. She was last swn 
walking home from school, going 
east on Amador Valley Boulevard 
at San Ramon Road. 

Volunteers immediately came 
forward to help in the search. They 
quickly organized in donated office 
space and began distributing hun¬ 
dreds of fliers with Ilene’s 
photograph. 


Many of the fliers were posted in 
the windows of local business and 
they remain intact, Mike Misheloff 
said. Those which need replacement 
are on utility poles and other outside 
locations, he said. 

Volunteers are continuing other 
efforts to publicize Ilene’s disap¬ 
pearance and raise money for the 
mailing of more fliers across the 
United States. 

A benefit dance is set for 7-11 
p.m. Saturday in the Copper Ridge 
Condominiums in San Ramon. 









vbIQnieer to mail 
for Kayla, Hone 




By RoSs 
Staff writer 

.^Y^RD — AnyfaCimated 400 
friendy relatives yand strangei 
came4o Centennia Hall 
an^howed thei^oncern foc/ifnis- 
Sin children Mirhael^ OArtxoy^ 


ing lot near her house Nov. 19, ef¬ 
forts to bring her back are still in 
high gear. 


ifene Mishelof f and Amb^ 
uarcia. ' / 


“Kayla” Garecht’s mother Shar¬ 
on, nursing a cold and towing a 
child, overcame her tiredness and 
spent all day overseeing the mas- 
Swartz- sive mailing project. 


Henry Ford would have been 
proud of the makeshift production 
line that filled four rooms of the hall 
and cranked out nearly half a mil¬ 
lion letters containing pictures and 
descriptions of the missing girls. 

The letters will be sent to stores, 
auto garages, gas stations and other 
businesses all over the state in the 
hope that someone will recognize 
the girls or their abductors when 
they see them. 

Almost three months after 10- 
year-old Michaela Garecht was 
snatched from a supermarket park¬ 


“Look at all the people who came 
today.” she said. “About 400 people 
came in and out over the day. The 
politicians came and they weren’t 
politicking — they were stuffing 
envelopes.” 

City Councilwoman Shirley 
Campbell was seated at one of four 
tables designated just to seal enve¬ 
lopes and place them in boxes. Doz¬ 
ens of other people were designated 
single tasks such as folding fliers 
bearing pictures of the girls and 
labeling envelopes. 

“Look at this arm,” Campbell 
See Kidnap, back of section 
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Michael and Mad^tyne'SK^^^tP their story and make a plea 
Channel 30’s Bay Talk on Tju^af «channel filmed the 

for their daughters safe ret . ^yg jj,e parente 

segment to help keep th thpir i 3 -vear-old daughter, Ilene, 
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Agencies donate money t 

By David Boit^g M 


Staff writer 


91989 


DUBLIN — Public agencies in 
Dublin and San Ramon are reaching 
Vito their coffers to contribute to 
th& reward fund for missing 13- 
year-old Ilene Misheloff. 

The Dublin San Ramon Services 
District board of directors has voted 
to donate a 310,000 reward for 
riene’s return. One councilwoman 
from San Ramon will propose a 
similar donation when her council 
meets next week. 


Officials ayDublin City/lall said 
late Wedne^ay that a reward dona¬ 
tion was urider discussion and might 
be consuered on Monday. 

Th ejene Misheloff R eward Fund 
is now at more man 118,000 in cash 
and pledges. 

The services district also plans to 
contribute $1,000 to the Ilene 
Misheloff Search Fund, to help de¬ 
fray the cost of the search. 

The donations will come out of 
the services district’s utilities gen¬ 
eral fund, said General Manager 


Paul Ryan. 

The services district voted to es- 
Ublish the reward despite a warn¬ 
ing from board attorney Dave 
Schricker that it could be an illegal 
use of district money. 

Another attorney from the same 
law firm had said earlier that the 
reward would not conflict with any 
laws, said Board President. Don 
Schinnerer. 

“It’s a real gray area,’’ 
Schinnerer said. “Attorneys like 
things in black and white and it’s not 
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iello(J out that way. Other agencies 
1 over the valley have done this 
efore and I know it’s on the agenda 
>r the city of San Ramon.” 
Meanwhile. San Ramon Council- 
oman Diane Schinnerer, who is 
larried to Don Schinnerer, will 
ropose Tuesday that the city of San 
amon donate $5,000 to $10,000 to 
le reward fund, she said. 
Misheloff vanished Jan. 30 while 
ralking home along Amador Valley 
loulevard. Her disappearance has 
parked a widespread but unsuc¬ 


cessful search. 

Thousands of fliers bearing her 
photo and description have been dis¬ 
tributed nationwide. 

Large posters of Ilene will soon 
be given to interstate truckers to 
post on their rigs. 

Volunteers Wednesday were pre¬ 
paring more than 200,000 leaflets 
for distribution to California High¬ 
way Patrol offices throughout Uie 
state. 

Next Wednesday, volunteers will 
mail out color photographs of 
Misheloff, along with missing 10- 
year-old Michaela Garecht of Hay¬ 
ward and Amber Swartz-Garcia of 


Pinole. 

The photographs will be provided 
by- the FBI and will be mailed to 
police agencies throughout the na¬ 
tion, said Deanna Williams of the 
Amber Swartz-Garcia Foundation. < 

Counselors from The Center will 
be at Wells Middle School, which 
Ilene attended, at 7:30 p.ra. today to 
discuss the fears of students. 

Reporters froip a nationally syn¬ 
dicated show “A Current Affair” 
have taped an interview with the 
Misheloffs • 

Staff writers Stacey 
Hartmann and Lisa Bowen con¬ 
tributed to this report. 





Classmates 
taught a 
hard lesson 


By David BoiteiA^ 

Staff writer • tD 

SAN LEANDRO — ytlene Mish - 
eloff’s cl assmates h^e learned *a 
hard l^on in the Week since she 
has vanished: Tra^dy can strike 
close to home. 

The dozen teen agers who meet 
weekly for a contemporary Jewish 
issues class at Temple Beth Sholom 
expressed feelings of fear at 
Misheloff’s disappearance and the 
fruitless search for her 


*T tell people that I am in her 
class and they say, Gee . you 
know her?' " said Adam Book. 15, of 
San Leandro, ‘it's the most tragic 
thing that could happen to your » 
family.*' 

Ilene attended the class with her 
twin brother, Brian, 13, and was at 
the class only two weeks ago. 

She vanished while walking home 
along Amador Valley Boulevard 
Jan. 30 and police still have no idea 
how or why she disappeared. 

The twins recently took part in a 
b’nai mitzvah, a double Jewish cere¬ 
mony to celebrate the passage of 
children into adulthood. Since her 
disappearance, members of the 
temple congregation have been at 
the family's Dublin home daily to 
offer emotional support. 


Brian Misheloff echoed the senti¬ 
ments of the other students who said 
the tragedy all the more diffi- 

4iig|[WjP|g^ 

someone in their inner circle. 

“I didn’t think it would happen to 
anyone I knew, especially my own 
sister,*’ he said. 

Though the Dublin police have 
never officially classified the case 
as a kidnapping, family members 
have said Ilene would not run away. 

Gerald Henig, the California 
State University, Hayward, profes¬ 
sor who teaches the class, said the 
abduction of Ilene is a “wrong be¬ 
yond description” that could have a 
positive ending if the kidnapper 
cooperates. 

“It’s a wrong that could be 
righted, if they will only let Ilene 
go,” he said. 

So far, more than 511,000 fliers 
bearing Misheloff’s photo and de¬ 
scription have been circulated 
throughout Northern California and 
another 265,000 leaflets are in boxes 
awaiting distribution at the volun¬ 
teer headquarters on Starward 
Drive. 






